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Civil rights Strategies
Introduction
Civil rights leaders used different strategies in their fight for freedom. Such strategies included the use of armed resistance by Malcolm x, marching and organizing protests by Martin Luther King Jr., and using the legal system by Marshall Thurgood. Out of these leaders, Martin Luther King Jr. had the best strategy because it encompassed several strategies such as organizing matches for black’s right to vote and desegregation, labor rights, and other civil rights for the black people. Martin Luther king’s efforts paid off as some of the rights were enacted into the US law through the passage of The Civil Rights Act of 1964and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Thurgood Marshall was the first African American attorney and played an important role in promoting racial equality during the period of civil rights movements. He used a legal philosophy to help in fighting racism and this can be seen when he helped end legal segregation through the brown v board of education case in 1954. He had a liberal approach to civil rights and criminal procedures. “Where you see wrong or inequality or injustice, speak out, because this is your country (Brady, 1966). This is your democracy. Make it. Protect it. Pass it on.” Thurgood Marshall believed that all people, white and black were equal and should therefore have equal rights and dissent from indifference, apathy, fear, hatred, and mistrust.
According to Johnson (2007), Martin Luther King Jr. employed the use of nonviolent means to fight for civil rights. Most of the boycotts, protests, and matches he organized were nonviolent and his belief in peace ensured that his ideas were respected. “I am convinced that for practical as well as moral reasons, nonviolence offers the only road to freedom for my people." This quote of Martin Luther King Jr. made in 1966 shows that he felt that violent resistance to white supremacy would not bring any change. His strategies sought to unite the white and black people while still fighting for blacks injustices in America. His protests led to legislation such as the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the Immigration and Nationality Services Act of 1965.
Malcolm x on the other hand was a radical nationalist and used armed resistance as a strategy to fight for civil rights. His strategy emphasized black pride, unity, and self-respect and he sought a revolution. He wanted black people to protect their rights by all means." Nobody can give you freedom. Nobody can give you equality or justice or anything. If you're a man, you take it.” He also said in one of his speeches that,” if you’re not ready to die for it, but the word freedom out of your vocabulary." Malcolm x differed in his civil rights strategies from martin Luther king who believed in nonviolent means to fight for rights (Kelly and Cook, 2005).
In conclusion, the civil rights leaders were both fighting for the same goal which was freedom but martin Luther kings. The strategy was the most effective among them all. This is because it brought about tangible changes that helped in the achievement of social change in the United States of America. His strategy of gathering information about the occurrence of social injustices, negotiation, and direct action forced the government to address some of the social injustices (Johnson, 2007). This led him to reduce racism for instance in Birmingham through the Birmingham campaign through the changing of the city’s discriminatory rules and his great march in Washington laid a basis for the passage of the Civil Rights Act in 1964. His speeches also intensified civil rights movements for instance the “I have a dream” speech delivered in Washington DC. 
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